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References:
1. Base Document:  CD 1.7, November 1999

2. J4/99-0165 Rewrite of Picture Clause

3. J4/99-0221 Comments on 99-0165, Rewrite of the PICTURE clause
PROPOSED REVISION:
Remove the colon as a valid insertion character in the PICTURE clause. Remove the requirement that the COPY/REPLACING logic be able to recognize the INVOCATION operator.
JUSTIFICATION:
The COLON was established as a text word for COPY/REPLACING at a time that it was not used as an integral part of the language.  Because it is now part of both reference modification and the invocation operator, odd and confusing side effects can happen during COPY/REPLACING.  The colon is being removed from the PICTURE clause since PIC 99:99:99 will be six text words, not the two that a programmer would expect  COPY ABC REPLACING 99 BY 999 could replace more than is intuitive, unlike PIC 99/99/99 where substitution would not take place.  The INVOCATION operator is ignored during copy replacing to simplify parsing A ::: B  where COPY ABC REPLACING ==A :== BY ==C == AND ==: B== BY D would error out.

COMPATIBILITY:
This feature is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:

Meeting 219:
Agreed with comment by Bill Klein to remove colon in the PICTURE string. Decided to review the use of colons as text words for other inconsistencies.

Meeting 221:

Discussed inconsistency between COPY/REPLACING and the invocation operator, and decided that ignoring the invocation operator during copy replacing would break no current programs, and cause less damage than trying to parse it.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

1.     8.3.2 Separators add to rule 7 page 95:

“The colon is always considered a separator during COPY/REPLACING.”

2.     Remove 13.16.41.3 General Rule 12 paragraph 30 page 334 beginning  “:   Each symbol : (colon) …”
3.     Remove 13.16.41.3 General Rule 13 paragraph 27 page 337 beginning  “:   Each symbol : (colon) …” and all subordinate paragraphs.

RESOLVED ISSUES:
See discussion.

OPEN ISSUES:
NONE.

